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A teen charged with strangling a 14-year-old Port Orange runaway said he and another youth burned her 


body in a satanic ritual after her death, a Volusia County sheriff's investigator said Tuesday. 


Each of the two 17-year-olds - John Linssens, Port Orange, and Judson Vedder, Merritt Island - was indicted 


March 8 as an adult on a first-degree murder charge in the death of Tammy Whittington. 
Linssens told authorities he and Vedder were Satanists, said sheriff's investigator Bernie Buscher. 
"They had their own little brotherhood," Buscher said. 


Investigators also retrieved what they described as satanic symbols from Vedder's Merritt Island home, Buscher 


said, but he would not specify what those items were. 
The two teens were charged last month with slaying Whittington in early December. 


Linssens choked Whittington to death while Vedder held her arms behind her back in woods about a mile south 


of the Trailwood Drive fire station in Port Orange, an arrest affidavit said. 
Vedder had sex with the dead girl before the two set her naked body on fire, the affidavit said. 
A hunter found Whittington's skeleton on Jan. 13. One leg bone was burned, the affidavit said. 


Linssens told investigators he and Vedder often played Dungeons & Dragons and sometimes started fires while 


camping in woods near where the body was found. 


Dungeons & Dragons is a fantasy game set in medieval times in which players pretend to be wizards and other 


characters in a search for treasure. Characters can be killed, resurrected or reincarnated in the quest. 
Investigators are downplaying the role of the game in Whittington's death. 

"We know they played the game," Buscher said. "But you can't say whether or not it made them do it." 
Titian naa Radel Sessa Hastane tha tra hae Nad tarhita +) find out what it felt like, Buscher said. 


Linssens was transferred to the Seminole County 
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On March 2, a child-care worker at the center requested Linssens be placed on a one-to-one watch, records 


show. 


"He is very volatile with strong suicidal plans and has attempted to carry it out today,", Theresa Lewis-Lee 


wrote in a a report. "Please be careful with this youth as he will hurt himself." 


Linssens' Daytona Beach attorney, Darrell Brock, said the suicide watch - which lasted until Volusia jail officials 
picked Linssens up later that evening - was overblown. Although he would not say what happened, Brock said it 


was "no big deal." 

"I think it's gotten blown out of proportion," Brock said. "Everything is OK now." 

Brock said he does not think Linssens is under any special supervision at the Volusia County Jail. 

Linssens is scheduled for arraignment on March 26. Vedder entered a written plea of not guilty on March 13. 
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